Hypercoagulable states.
The hypercoagulable state has been defined as the potential to develop thrombosis in association with hereditary and noninherited genetic mutations and acquired disorders. It is a condition that places an individual at risk for, but does not in itself inevitably lead to, thrombosis. The focus of this article is understanding mechanisms in the hypercoagulable state that enhance and maintain the production of thrombin in circulating blood while preventing its progression to thrombosis. These mechanisms include reactions that produce thrombin from prothrombin, feedback loop mechanisms that affect the rate of thrombin production from prothrombin and the inactivation of thrombin in blood. The fibrinolytic system is involved in clot lysis but not in thrombin production and inactivation.